Sample of Ministry Associate Exam Questions

Prepared by Rev. Mary-Lee Bouma, used in Classis B.C. North-West

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Questions used for Article 23 Exam for Shane Rozeveld, 

Youth & Ministries Coordinator, 1st CRC Port Alberni


Mary-Lee:    Warm-Up Opening

What do you like to do for fun?  What do you like about living on the Island?



Personal Calling (Personal History)
Tell us a little about your family and church background. 

Could you describe your own spiritual journey?  

Could you tell us why you chose to attend Kuyper University?

Could you tell us about your relationship with God? With his church?

How did your education prepare you for your current position?

In what kinds of ministry were you involved in previous churches and in university?

Could you give us some examples of effective ministry you’ve been involved in?   

Positional Competency (Position Specific Giftedness)
What spiritual gifts do you think God might have given you and what makes you think so?  What spiritual gifts and ministry abilities have others identified in you?  

Why did you accept your current ministry position with the church in  Pt Alberni?

Please describe your current ministry position.  In what ways are you suited for this work?

What do you enjoy most about your work?

Could you give us some example of fruit in your current ministry? 

What books have you been reading recently and how they have helped you in your ministry?

Theological Competency (Bible Knowledge and Reformed Understanding)
Biblical Knowledge
Fee and Stuart’s book How to Read the Bible For All It’s Worth discusses the different genres of literature in the Bible.  Could you list as many of the different genres as you can and give us  examples of books within those genres?

If you would walk us through the Bible, what would the story be?

Tell us about one book of the law (or prophecy or wisdom literature or history) and its focus OR about one gospel (epistle or apocalyptic book) and its focus.  Could you refer to a passage in one of the books of the law (or the prophets or history) that you’ve found helpful in your ministry?  What about in the gospels or epistles? 

If a young person wanted to begin reading the Bible for the first time, where would you direct her or him and why?

To what biblical books or passages might you send a young person who asked you where the Bible teaches us about the following things:  God’s judgment; other religions; racial reconciliation; premarital sex; baptism;  the use of drugs and alcohol?   

What scriptures might you use to teach the youth about the following things:  God’s love; sexuality; money; the poor; worship; justice; mission; following Jesus; faith; the church? 

A young person tells you she believes all religions lead to God and all teach the same basic things, such as about peace and loving other people.  How would you respond?

How would you explain biblically the idea of Jesus’ uniqueness?  About salvation through Jesus Christ?

A young person comes to you feeling terribly ashamed about some past sin or current temptation.  What help can you give her or him from the scriptures?  

What books of the Bible might you study with your youth if you wanted to help them learn about the following things: sanctification; Israel’s history; King David; Elijah; Abraham; the exile?  

What sections of the Bible might you teach if you wanted to help your students learn the following things:  to pray; to interact well with those outside the Christian faith; to practice spiritual disciplines; to love their neighbours; to be born again? 

Could you trace the biblical idea of the Kingdom of God from the OT to the NT?

Reformed Understanding
What do we mean when we say that the CRC is  a confessional church?  

Could you briefly describe each of our 3 confessions?  

What are the creeds and why do we confess them?

If a Christian from another denomination or tradition asked you what it means to be Reformed, what might you say?

If someone who is not yet a Jesus-follower asked you what kind of church is the Christian Reformed Church, how would you answer?

What’s distinct or unique about being Reformed?  What makes us different from other Christians?  What about from other religions?

Why are you Reformed as opposed to say, being Anglican, Mennonite, Pentecostal, United Church or Catholic?





A student tells you that the Bible can’t be trusted because the words have been changed over the centuries.  How would you respond?  A student asks you where the Bible came from and how we know its reliable, how do you respond?

How have you been challenged and stimulated by postmodernism?

Mary-Lee Bouma

Classis BC-NW

