GOD

WITH US

“_ Bud qu il call hie futuanuel”
(which weans ‘God with uc’).”

—Mattheu 1:23

SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024 - DAY 36

God With Us: On Mission

Suggested Bible Reading: Psalm 56:3-4

When | am afraid, | put my trust in you.
In God, whose word | praise—

in God | trust and am not afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?

Prayer

By Adrian Jacobs, who is Ganosono of the Turtle Clan of the Cayuga Nation from Six
Nations Reserve in southern Ontario. He is father of five and grandfather of four and the
CRCNA senior leader for Indigenous justice and reconciliation, working out of the CRCNA
office in Burlington, Ontario.

Mohawk

Sonkwaiatison, Takwaienha, Kanistensera, tanon lontsenha,
Tekatkakwarisi katkato kiotkon takwanoronkwa nonon wennisaratenion
Teiotsathaien tsi ratiiesas.

Katahonsiiost a-onkwtontene saianeronestonkwa nonen teiaonhare
rontatakwataniens ne iatetehonsterista nonkwe.

Aiawens ne satonnitonraskwon a saswate tsisakotirewahta ne onkwe.

Tasakenkwaronniat weserakon ne aonsakarakewe onwatsiake ne
iakoriota o-ienkwara.

Aiawens kahnekiio aknekira tsi niiore iakoriota tanon tsi oienkwaroskon
tsi watsatatenion.

lesos, seriwahtonta ne wahetken tanon sesetsienta nonkwe.

lahte iotahateron, kariwiio serihonnieni tehkahere takwawis,
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tetisatsate ne a-on saiakwatkwatako tanon taonsakaweriiake ne
wahetken.

Tanon aiawens skennon a onsonton onwatsiakekon ne Onkwanistenha.
Etonaiawen.

English

Creator,

Open my eyes, let me see always that you love us when there are days
that are cloudy and where people are suffering.

Let me listen well to hear your goodness always when there is the great
noise of bombing by those who do not care about people.|

It is the wish that your mercy will extinguish the fire of punishment they
have against people.

Make the smoke of fragrant grasses to wipe (smudging) clean the earth

of fires and smoke that kill us.

It is the wish to find and drink good water because the clouds are full of
toxic smoke.

Jesus, you who make bad things disappear and you who heal people,

it is not a dangerous road, the good Word/news that you teach. You give us
everything; your outstretched hands help and heal us and settle the

storms of what is cruel.

And it is the wish for peace all over Mother Earth.

Let it be so.

Questions for Reflection and/or Conversation

e When the world has been polluted by sin, where do you need to grow in trusting
that even in this God is with us?

e How are your prayers when you are afraid bolstered with the assurance that God
is with us?



GOD

WITH US

“_ Bud qu il call hie futuanuel”
(which weans ‘God with uc’).”

—Mattheu 1:23

MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2024 - DAY 37

God With Us: On Mission

Suggested Bible Reading: Joshua 1:9

“Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Prayer

By Munchul Kim, who serves as a chaplain for the California Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation
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English

Gracious God,

We thank and praise you for redeeming us with grace and adopting us as your
children. Thank you for setting us apart in a sinful world and for the privilege of
living with a missionary calling as your ambassadors, God. We especially thank
you for calling us as members of the CRC, enabling us to learn about your love in a
concrete way, and guiding us to testify about the gospel to the world.

Merciful God,

We confess that we have lost our calling for mission and identity and often rebel

against you, even as we enjoy your grace and privilege. Joshua and the Israelites

fell into despair when they lost Moses just as they were about to enter the

promised land. We too confess to feeling hopeless and losing our faith when facing

uncertainty. Forgive us, God, for losing our identity and calling to live as your

witnesses as your chosen people. If there have been times when our denomination’s
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direction or synod has focused more on fulfilling our own desires rather than
discerning your will, forgive us.

Faithful God,

Though we are weak, help us to believe that we can be strong when we are with

you, God who is always with us. Despite losing Moses and feeling discouraged,
Joshua found strength in the promise, “Be strong and courageous. . . . the LORD your
God will be with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). If we find ourselves in fear and
discouragement due to the effects of the pandemic, inflation, war, polarization, and
relativism, grant us strength and courage through your unchanging promises to move
forward. Lord, grant the delegates attending synod the grace to be respectful and the
ability to listen to each other when conflicts and tensions arise from diverse voices.

Victorious God,

The imperfect eleven disciples fell into doubt and despair when they thought

they had lost Jesus. Yet we remember the resurrected Lord giving them the Great
Commission along with strength and courage: “I will always be with you” (Matthew
28:18-20). Though we are imperfect and weak, help us to remember the promises
of the resurrected Lord. Guide us so that we can participate in God’s mission with
joy, always empowered by the Holy Spirit who is with us. Guide the synod, the
delegates, and the entire denomination to remember the Great Commission. May
we be empowered by the Holy Spirit as we testify about the gospel.

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, who is always with us until the end
of the age.

Questions for Reflection and/or Conversation
— xF © = |
LHs/E S Sl RS
e How does God’s promise become manifest in despondent Joshua before entering
Canaan? (Joshua 1:9-10)
7HLEOF Q1A 2 QFE 11 Alojof| HF Rl 03 40Foi| A T Al 5HLFE o] k2
Fo10[ALEL ? (== 1:1-9)

e What transformation can be seen in the imperfect eleven disciples after receiving
the Great Commission and the promise given by the Lord at that time? (Matthew
28:18-20; Acts 1-2)

Aolof Wl St et GetHo| MAE oA StLtE Ol F 41 K| & =|CH AFH 1t

oF£ 2 offH HHSLE O|BRUAS77H2? (OF 28:16-20)

e Fundamentally, where does the strength to bear our calling on mission come from?
K E|ofH Fo{ZE MM AHE AT st 2= &2 o{C|o|M HIZENR?
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GOD
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“_ Bud Meq il call hie futuanuel”
(which weans ‘God with uc’).”

—Mattheu 1:23

TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2024 - DAY 38

God With Us: On Mission

Suggested Bible Reading: Matthew 28:20

“ ..teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”

Prayer

By Sylvie Charliekaram, an elder and coleader of the Farsi ministry at Willowdale CRC in
Toronto, Ontario, and a global partner missionary with Resonate Global Mission
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English

Dear Heavenly Father,

With hearts filled with gratitude and voices lifted in praise, we come before you,
acknowledging the abundance of your blessings and the majesty of your presence.
You, the Creator of heaven and earth, are with us always, and for this we offer our
thanks and praise.

Lord, we are truly grateful for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, whose words
resonate through time, assuring us, “I am with you always, to the very end of the
age” (Matthew 28:20). In this promise we find comfort, strength, and unwavering
hope.

Thank you, Father, for being our constant companion, guiding us through the varied
seasons of life. Your love surrounds us like a shield, and your grace sustains us each
day. We praise you for the assurance that, regardless of our circumstances, you are
present, steadfast, and unchanging.

As we journey through life’s pathways, grant us the wisdom to recognize your hand
at work, the humility to yield to your guidance, and the joy that comes from walking
in your light. May our lives reflect your love and faithfulness.

In the name of Jesus Christ, our living and ever-present Lord, we offer this prayer
with gratitude and praise.
Amen.

Questions for Reflection and/or Conversation

e In what ways do you find comfort, strength, and hope in Jesus’ words, “I am with
you always”?

e How do Jesus’ words, “I am with you always” give you confidence in being “on
mission” in his world?
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WITH US
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(which weans ‘God with uc’).”
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2024 - DAY 39

God With Us

Suggested Bible Reading: Revelation 21:3-5

| heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.”

He who was seated on the throne said, “| am making everything new!” Then he said,
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

Prayer

By Diane Dykgraaf, a retired CRC employee who served in Worship Ministries and now
serves on the CRC Prayer Team. She attends Friendship CRC in Byron Center, Michigan.

“Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his
people. God himself will be with them” (Rev. 21:3, NLT).

Sovereign God, from before creation and into the new creation, you are God.
We praiseyou. ..
for creating, loving, keeping.
We thank you . ..
for the promise of home with you.

“[God] will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or
crying or pain” (Rev. 21:4, NLT).



Whose tears, God?

Your tears, my child.

And the tears of all . ...
who are misunderstood, accused, maligned,
who labor for the gospel, in established or marginal places,
who experience pain, injury, abuse,
who are unloved, lonely, cast out,
who see death, war, and persecution. ...

And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, | am making everything new!” (Rev.
21:5, NLT).

God, even now you are making everything new.
Show us how to work for the day when . ..
creation stops groaning;
the feast table is set for all;
all division, separation, and conflict are swept away in Jesus;
every tribe, language, and nation worship together as one. . ..

Accept our work, our discernment, our worship, and our love as a testimony that we
are part of your great kingdom coming.

As Synod 2024 begins, we come as children, not in our knowing but in our learning.
We come with hands lifted in surrender and need, with eyes fixed on Jesus and
hearts open to the Spirit’s voice. You are our God; we need you. We will experience
doubt and frustration. Remind us, Father, that we are not lost. We know where we
are going—to that place where everything will be made new. Everything. You, God,
will do it. We know this because you are trustworthy and true. And you are with us.
Always and forever. Amen.

Questions for Reflection and/or Conversation

e How does the hope of God's eternal kingdom inform how you live today?

e Where in your life are you holding on to the hope that God will make all
things new?
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THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2024 - DAY 40

God With Us

Suggested Bible Reading: John 15:1-8

“l am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will
be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to
you. Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

“l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown
into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”

Prayer

By Zachary King, general secretary of the CRCNA and a member of Fuller Avenue CRC in
Grand Rapids, Michigan

We give thanks and praise to you, O Jesus, our fruitful vine.
We are thirsty and hungry for your nourishment.

We give thanks and praise to you, O God, our faithful gardener.
Though we are afraid, we offer ourselves joyfully for your pruning.

We give thanks and praise to you, O Spirit, grower of green shoots.
We want to bud and blossom in your verdant love.



As we enter this fortieth and final day of preparation, we know what we need
most—to remain in you as you remain in us.

We've been grafted into you, O Holy Vine.
But often we forget that our sustenance comes from the root.
Bind us ever more strongly to you, that we may be your fruitful branch.

There are thorns growing in our heart; our foliage is shriveled.
We bear a harvest of pride, arrogance, and grumbling.
Prune us now, we pray, O Gardener, but be gentle.

You are the giver of new growth, O Holy Spirit.
But we stifle your power through our fears and anxieties.
Bring forth buds in us in the coming week.

You invite us, “Remain in me, as | also remain in you.”
You, O Jesus, have always been with us.

Remain in us, Lord Jesus, when we laugh and sigh.
Remain in us, Lord Jesus, when we sing and cry.
Remain in us, Lord Jesus, when we hope and despair.
Remain in us, Lord Jesus, when we trust and fear.
Remain in us, Lord Jesus, through this week of synod.

Lord Jesus, you have loved us with the everlasting love of your Father—we in you
and you in us.

Remain in us, Lord Jesus, that we may bear much fruit, showing ourselves to be
your disciples.

Amen.

Questions for Reflection and/or Conversation

e Where might God need to prune in your life so that you may bear more fruit?

e What will it take to remain in the Lord Jesus in what you are facing in the
weeks ahead?



